
Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce leader-
ship is grateful for the nearly 100 business-
es, organizations, foundations, families, and 
individuals who have generously invested in 
HALLmark 2025–2030. We have reached 
the campaign’s initial five-year $3 million 
goal.  HALLmark is not simply a fundraising 
campaign — it is an investment in the long 
term prosperity of our community.
 
For more than 30 years, HALLmark invest-
ments have funded initiatives that helped 
create and continue our legacy as Georgia’s #1 Metro Area for Job Creation as well as one of the Top Small Met-
ros in the Nation for Job Creation and Investment. The programs that HALLmark funds deliver impactful results 
in economic and workforce development, leadership and education initiatives, small business resources, busi-
ness advocacy and quality of life initiatives, such as Vision 2030.  Investing in future leadership is a long-term 
investment, and through HALLmark we celebrate the 45th Class of Leadership Hall County and recognize the 
newest class of Youth Leadership Hall, now with over 1,400 student graduates.  Investing in HALLmark supports 
today’s business community and develops the next generation of civic and business leaders.

Currently, the Greater Hall Chamber building is undergoing much needed renovations – the first of such in 25 
years.  Our Chamber is the focal point and forum for bringing leadership together to accomplish great things 
and work towards our future.  We recognize The Doug and Kay Ivester Foundation for its leadership investment 
supporting extensive renovations to provide a welcoming, collaborative gathering place where business lead-
ers, volunteers, students, elected officials, and community partners can come together. 

Looking ahead, the Greater Hall Chamber is committed to delivering measurable outcomes throughout this 
bold five-year initiative. We will continue to build the legacy.  The original campaign goal has been achieved, but 
HALLmark 2025-2030 is not complete.  As we approach 2030, we will celebrate Vision 2030’s Big Ideas, de-
veloped and achieved, and will implement a new strategy of visioning for the future of Gainesville-Hall County. 

We continue inviting businesses, foundations, families, and individuals to participate in HALLmark through 
new financial commitments, in-kind support and strategic partnerships.  Each additional investment expands 
HALLmark’s ability to strengthen Gainesville-Hall County for generations to come. 
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WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
Over 1,200 Gainesville-Hall County high school 
students participated in Work-Based Learning 
(WBL) last year. Area businesses and industries 
work through educators to develop appren-
ticeships, career fairs, mock-interviews, dual 
enrollment opportunities and career-focused 
programs as components of a major workforce 
development initiative. 

Investment.  Momentum.  HALLmark at Work.
“HALLmark is about more than reaching a fundraising goal. It’s about creating lasting momentum for Gainesville- 
Hall County.  Thanks to the leadership and generosity of our investors, that momentum is visible throughout our 
community.  We invite others to join us in building an even stronger future.”



HealthSmart set for October 1
The Greater 
Hall Chamber’s 
19th Annual 
HealthSmart 
Expo is October 1 
at the Gainesville 
Civic Center with 
free community 
health screenings, 
promoting com-
munity health and 
wellness.  Health 
and wellness 
products and 
services will be 
showcased with 
some 60+ exhib-
itors on hand. 

Exhibit space available.  Contact Christen Wilbanks for details, 
770-532-6206 x 116, or cwilbanks@ghcc.com. 

Workforce Development

Anna Hester, Vision 2030 Executive Director, with Allyson Everett 
and Hillary Neff at the 2026 Art Walk in Downtown Gainesville.

Vision 2030 Public Art
Health & Wellness

Over 950 participated in the 19th Annual Chamber Chase & 5K Wellness Walk.
Kubota Manufacturing of America had some129 team members participating and 
won the Most Team Spirit Award as well as the Most Creative T-Shirt Award!

Over 1,000  
Gainesville City 
and Hall Coun-
ty students 
participated 
in the 10th 
Annual Career 
Path Fairs 
coordinated 
by Workforce 
Strategies 
Group.  
Middle school 
students were 
introduced to career opportunities by attending classes led by over 40 professionals 
in marketing, banking, construction, manufacturing and more.  Students use this 
experience to guide their plan of study in high school.  Hosts and sponsors included 
Gainesville City Schools, Hall County Schools, Brenau University, Lanier Technical Col-
lege, University of North Georgia, Greater Hall Chamber, Georgia Power, Jackson EMC, 
Panera Bread, SKF USA, Edward Jones, Carroll Daniel, ALBAform, Shoreline Transfer, 
Lanier Federal Credit Union, and Georgia Mountain Food Bank.

The Greater Hall Chamber announces the 22nd Class of Youth Leadership Hall (YLH) 
with 81 students representing all 12 public and private high schools and two home 
school students in Gainesville-Hall County.  Initiated in 2005, the program now has 
some 1,400 student graduates. A program for high school juniors and seniors, YLH 
seeks to provide an investment in the community’s future leadership by fostering 
interest in the community and inspiring students to become the 
leaders of tomorrow.  The 2027 Class kicks-off with an introductory 
program in August with educators, principals, superintendents, vol-
unteers, and parents.  Scan the QR code to meet the new class.

Youth Leadership Hall



The 2027 Class of Lead-
ership Hall County (LHC) 
recently kicked off a series 
of year-long programs 
at Riverside Preparatory 
Academy.  Since its incep-
tion in 1982, 1,124 have 
graduated from LHC and 
taken their place as leaders 
in our community. 

Scan the 
QR code to 
meet the 
new class.

HALLmark Circle
($250,000 and above)

Melvin Douglas & Victoria Kay 
Ivester Foundation

Northeast Georgia Health System

Gold Circle
($100,000 - $149,999) 

Carroll Daniel
Jackson EMC

King’s Hawaiian
Syfan Logistics

James A. Walters Management Co

Silver Circle
($50,000 - $99,999) 

Cargill
Eskimo Cold Storage

Fieldale Farms
Fortress

Kubota Manufacturing of America
Mansfield Oil Co. of Gainesville

Mar-Jac Poultry
Pattillo Industrial Real Estate

Truist
Turner, Wood & Smith Insurance

Wayne-Sanderson Farms
Willis Investment Counsel

ZF Gainesville

Bronze Circle
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Atlanta Falcons
Bend Bioscience
Brenau University

City Plumbing & Electric Supply
Clipper Petroleum

Conditioned Air Systems
Corporate Storage

DCCM
Georgia Power

Heidelberg Materials
Homestead Investments

JT Stratford
Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta

Milton Martin Toyota
New Leaf Landscape Services

Peach State Bank & Trust
Pinnacle Bank

ProCare Rx
Regions Bank
Ryals Brothers

Simpson Trucking & Grading
Stewart, Melvin & Frost

Strickland & Sons Pipeline
University of North Georgia

Wilheit Family Properties Foundation
Windsor Wealth
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ACG Solutions
American Yazaki Corporation

America’s Home Place
Anesthesia Associates

ATEX
Bates Carter Co.

BGW Dental Group
Branch Properties

Cadence Bank
Candler Real Estate

Chattahoochee Marketing Group
Duplicating Products

Forum Communications
Gainesville Mechanical
Georgia Powder Coating

Gold Creek Foods
Hulsey, Oliver & Mahar
Lanier Islands Resort

Lawson Air Conditioning & Plumbing
Liberty Utilities

McGarity’s Business Products
McKibbon Hospitality
Milton Martin Honda

Murray Plastics
MyGeorgia Credit Union

Northside Hospital
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($5,000 - $24,999) 

Norton Legacy
Poly Enterprises
Protein Products

Roundtable Advisors
Rushton

Sawnee Electric
Signs by Tomorrow

Smith, Gilliam, Williams & Miles
Starke Family Office

Stifel
The Simpson Company

Tipton Construction
Truelove Family Farm

United Community Bank
Wayne Capital

Whitehead Die Casting
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Blair Diaz, CPA
Consuelo/Centro GVL

Dallas & Bobbie Gay Family Fund
Don Carter Realty

Electronic Sales Co.
Hall County Farm Bureau Insurance

Thank You HALLmark Investors
The HALLmark 2025-2030 initiative continues to grow on the foundation of community prosperity 
and quality of life.  HALLmark ensures we maintain a vibrant economy, create new jobs, have an 
educated and skilled workforce, increase our tax base, support the growth of our small businesses, 
build partnerships with government entities, and continue to improve our quality of life.  The Melvin 
Douglas & Victoria Kay Ivester Foundation made a $300,000 investment in the HALLmark 2025–
2030 initiative. The contribution – a cornerstone investment of the campaign – will strengthen key 
Chamber programs in leadership development, education, economic and workforce development and 
Vision 2030. Many thanks to our current 93 investors who, as of August 6, 2026, have committed 
$3,007,351, surpassing the five-year $2,990,000 million HALLmark 2025-2030 goal.



HealthSmart
Thursday, October 1 

7:30am - 1:30pm | Gainesville Civic Center 
Exhibit Info 
Chamber Member $350
Non-Member $550 
Christen Wilbanks
770-532-6206 x 116
cwilbanks@ghcc.com

Scan to Register

Over 250 attended the Chamber’s Annual Transportation Forum this spring 
featuring presentations by the Georgia Department of Transportation.  (L-R) 
Brian Rochester, DCCM; Jason Dykes, District Engineer, GDOT; Commis-
sioner Russell McMurry, GDOT; Past Chamber Chair Tim McDonald, Lanier 
Technical College; Steve Syfan, Syfan Logistics; Neal Booth, Vallant Bank.

Transportation Forum

Mimaki USA, a global leader in innovative digital printing and cutting 
technology, hosted the Chamber’s South Hall Business Coalition in May 
and provided a tour of their warehouse.  (L-R) Josh Hollum, TaxCredible; 
Kelli Kochs, TaxCredible; Brad Gooch and Craig Sullivan, Lawson Air 
Conditioning & Plumbing; Priscilla Pocock, First Citizens Bank.  

South Hall Business Coalition

Vision 2030’s NextGen recently gathered at Northeast Georgia Medical Cen-
ter Gainesville for an overview of the Green Tower and a tour of the helipad.  
The group meets on September 24 at Elachee Nature Science Center.

Vision 2030 NextGen

The Small Business Seminar led by Jack Enter focused on “Effective 
Business Management” (L-R) Steve Naughton, Small Business Chair; Jake 
Hansen and Jared Bostrom, Burnette Insurance; Joseph Mezzanotte, 
City of Flowery Branch; Jack Enter, Jack Enter & Associates; Phil Dennis, 
Georgia Mountain Food Bank; Marsha Hopkins, Hopkins & Associates.

Small Business Development

jobfair
Employers!
• Meet Job Seekers 
• Hire On-site
• Open to the Public
• 800+ Attendees 

Thursday, September 10 
10am - 2pm | Gainesville Civic Center 

Exhibit Info 
Chamber Member $350
Non-Member $500 
Robin Halstead, 770-532-6206
rhalstead@ghcc.com

Scan to Register

Glucose Cholesterol Triglycerides
Blood Pressure Checks

BMI Calculation | Fall Risk
Thyroid Neck Checks 

Heart Murmur | Flu Shots

FREE Community 
Health Screenings


